CHAPTER V.
THE CONSCIENCE IN ACTUAL EXERCISE.
THE office of the conscience Is to show us what is good and what is evil, just.as it is the design of the Intellect to show us what is real and what is not real, what is true and what is false. Let us look at the forms which it takes and the way In which it works in the human heart. It is ever performing its functions in one way or other; but often in a very unsatisfactory manner, silent when it should speak, and speaking when it might be silent, mistaking the character of an action, and declaring good to be evil and evil good. Let us view it in its Corrupt and in its Rectified forms. In Illustrating this subject it is of importance to bear In mind, that when we speak of the conscience doing this and that, we are not so to personify it as to make It a living agent like the soul Itself. The conscience is nothing else than the mind directed to a particular class of objects, to voluntary acts; and in all its acts other powers of the mind may join with it.
1st. There may be a Slumbering Conscience. It does not perceive or feel the obligation of the good to which it should prompt us; and it does not discover the evil against which it should warn us; it Is set as a watch dog, and does not sound the alarm. There can be a reason given for all this. It is somnolent, and does not wish to be disturbed, it says, u a little more sleep, a little more slumber, a little more folding of the hands in sleep."